	Subject: History                            Year 6 Why did WWII happen and what impact did 
it have on Britain?
                                                               
NC/PoS: 
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British history.
· Establish clear narratives across periods studied.
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference and significance.
· Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
· Study a local history study linked to national and international history.


	Prior Learning (what pupils already know and can do)


	End Points (what pupils MUST know and remember)
· Understand what life was like in Victorian Wigan and how it compared to today.
· Identify how the Industrial Revolution shaped Wigan (coal mining, cotton mills, transport, and housing).
· Recognise the differences between the lives of the rich and poor.
· Use a range of historical sources (census data, photos, oral histories, maps, artefacts).
· Explain how Victorian changes in Wigan connect to wider changes in Britain.
· Use key historical vocabulary confidently in discussion and writing.



	Key Vocabulary
· General: Victorian, Industrial Revolution, industry, change, continuity, legacy, society, population
· Work: coal mine, cotton mill, factory, labour, wages, child labour, mechanisation, conditions
· Living: slum, sanitation, overcrowding, disease, cholera, terraced housing, villa, pollution
· Leisure & Education: leisure, entertainment, music hall, brass band, fairground, reading room, schooling, slate, punishment
· Transport & Legacy: railway, canal, steam engine, Wigan Pier, heritage, reform, progress

.



	Component 1: LO To locate Wigan in the Victorian period and explain why it expanded.
Focus: Understanding where Wigan fits into the Victorian timeline and why it grew rapidly.

· Starter: Timeline activity – children place “Victorian Era” (1837–1901) onto a class timeline and discuss what they already know about Queen Victoria.
· Main Activities:
· Compare maps of Wigan in 1800 vs 1900 (showing expansion of mills, mines, railways).
· Discuss Industrial Revolution – why industries (cotton, coal, engineering) thrived in Wigan.
· Create a “cause and effect” chart of why Wigan grew (coal, transport links, factories, population).
· Plenary: Quickfire quiz – What changed in Wigan during Victorian times?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a short explanation: Why was Wigan important to Victorian Britain?
· Less able: Match pictures of coal, mills, trains with simple labels.
Useful Websites:
· BBC Bitesize – Victorians Overview
· Wigan Local History & Archives
Key Vocabulary: Victorian, Industrial Revolution, industry, coal, cotton, factory, population, expansion, map, timeline.

	Component 2 LO:: To explore the lives of miners, mill workers, and children in Victorian workplaces.
Focus: Understanding jobs in Wigan and the conditions faced by workers.

· Starter: Display a Victorian factory whistle. Ask: What might this sound mean for workers each day?
· Main Activities:
· Explore jobs in coal mines, cotton mills, and domestic service.
· Use primary sources – photos of mill interiors, mining equipment, child labour reports.
· Role-play: children act out a “day in the life” of a child mill worker vs. coal miner.
· Discussion: Was it fair? Who benefitted most?
· Plenary: Circle reflection – Would you have wanted to work in Victorian Wigan? Why/why not?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a diary entry from the perspective of a child worker.
· Less able: Sequence a picture story of a child’s working day.
Useful Websites:
· Victorian Child Labour – BBC
· Coal Mining in Wigan – Lancashire Mining Museum
Key Vocabulary: labour, factory, mine, cotton mill, working conditions, child labour, wages, poverty.


	Component 3: LO: Learning Objective: To understand contrasts between rich and poor in Victorian Wigan.
Focus: Exploring housing, health, and social class differences.
Starter: Show a photo of a Victorian slum street and a wealthy Victorian house. Ask: What differences do you notice?
· Main Activities:
· Compare terraced back-to-back housing with middle-class villas.
· Investigate sanitation, overcrowding, pollution, and disease in working-class districts.
· Study reformers (e.g. Dr. John Snow’s cholera work, local housing reform).
· Group activity: design a “Then and Now” poster comparing Victorian Wigan homes with modern homes.
· Plenary: Answer: Was life fair in Victorian Wigan? Who had the best lives?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a short report explaining why disease spread so easily in Wigan.
· Less able: Label key features of a Victorian house with picture support.
Useful Websites:
· Victorian Housing – BBC
· Historic England – Victorian Homes
Key Vocabulary: slum, sanitation, disease, overcrowding, villa, terraced house, cholera, reform.


	Component 4 LO: Learning Objective: To describe Victorian leisure activities and understand how education changed.
Focus: What people did for fun and how schooling developed.

· Starter: Listen to a brass band recording (Wigan’s mining communities were famous for their brass bands). Ask: What kind of music is this? Why might workers enjoy it?
· Main Activities:
· Explore popular pastimes – music halls, football, brass bands, fairs, reading rooms.
· Education Act 1870 – study how schooling became compulsory. Compare with modern classrooms.
· Class task: Create two profiles – a Victorian schoolchild and a Victorian factory worker’s leisure life.
· Optional artefact study: slate boards, Victorian toys, school punishments.
· Plenary: How has leisure and schooling in Wigan changed since Victorian times?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a comparison paragraph: Victorian schooling vs. modern schooling.
· Less able: Draw and label two Victorian leisure activities.
Useful Websites:
· Victorian Leisure – BBC
· Victorian Education – BBC
Key Vocabulary: leisure, music hall, brass band, fairground, education, schooling, slate, punishment, reading room.


	Component 5 LO: To explain how Victorian changes still affect Wigan today.
Focus: Linking Victorian Wigan to modern Wigan.

· Starter: Show modern Wigan landmarks (Wigan Pier, mining memorials, terraced streets). Ask: Which of these do you think comes from Victorian times?
· Main Activities:
· Explore transport legacy – railways, canals, industrial buildings.
· Compare Victorian industries (coal, cotton) with modern Wigan (retail, sports, services).
· Debate: Did the Victorians make Wigan a better place to live?
· End of unit task: Create a presentation or poster – Victorian Wigan: Our Local Story.
· Plenary: Timeline recap – where does Victorian Wigan fit into Britain’s story?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a persuasive argument about whether Victorian Wigan left a positive or negative legacy.
· Less able: Match Victorian and modern images of Wigan and say how they are the same/different.
Useful Websites:
· Wigan Pier History
· National Coal Mining Museum
Key Vocabulary: legacy, industry, transport, heritage, canal, railway, Victorian, modern, change, continuity.
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