	Subject: History                            Year 5 Why was there a Great Viking army and what was Danelaw?
                                                               
NC/PoS: 
Pupils should be taught to:
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British history.
· Note connections, contrasts, and trends over time.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference and significance.
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
· Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
· Study the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor.


	Prior Learning (what pupils already know and can do)


	End Points (what pupils MUST know and remember)
· Understand why the Great Viking Army came to Britain and what it achieved.
· Recognise the role of Viking and Anglo-Saxon leaders in the struggle for power.
· Explain how Viking transport, entertainment, and inventions shaped their culture.
· Understand what Danelaw was and how it changed Britain.
· Use key vocabulary and historical sources to explain and present their understanding.



	Key Vocabulary
· People/Power: Ivar the Boneless, Guthrum, Alfred, army, raid, conquest, treaty.
· Transport: longship, sail, oar, navigation, fleet, voyage, keel.
· Entertainment: saga, feast, hnefatafl, myth, Odin, Thor, music.
· Inventions: runes, chainmail, farming tools, craft, jewellery, trade, technology.
· Danelaw/Legacy: settlement, law, legacy, treaty, influence, place name, Viking Britain.



	Component 1: LO To understand what the great Viking army was and who its leader were
Focus: Why the Great Viking Army came to Britain and who led it.

· Starter: Display images of Viking longships and warriors. Ask: What kind of people do you think these were? Why might they come to Britain?
· Main Activities:
· Storytelling: Introduce the Great Heathen Army (865AD) led by Ivar the Boneless, Halfdan, and Guthrum. Contrast with King Alfred the Great.
· Source study: Chronicle excerpts about Viking raids (simplified).
· Debate: Should King Alfred fight the Vikings or make peace?
· Plenary: Reflect: Were the Vikings invaders, settlers, or both?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a diary entry as King Alfred or Ivar.
· Less able: Match leaders’ names with pictures and key facts.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· BBC Bitesize – Vikings
· British Library – Viking Invasions
Key Vocabulary: invasion, army, leader, Ivar the Boneless, Guthrum, Alfred the Great, raid, settlement, conquest.


	Component 2 LO: To understand why the Vikings decided to invade and settle rather than continue to raid. 
Focus: Understanding why the Vikings came to Britain and why they stayed.
 
· Starter: Show an illustration of the raid at Lindisfarne (793AD). Ask: What do you think the Vikings were doing here? Why might they have chosen monasteries?
· Main Activities:
· Storytelling: Tell the legend of Ragnar Lothbrok – a famous Viking warrior who raided Britain and France. Explain how stories of his bravery inspired later Viking leaders, including his sons who were part of the Great Heathen Army.
· Discuss: Why might these stories encourage other Vikings to raid Britain?
· Cause and effect sorting: Pupils sort cards into “push” (e.g. lack of good farmland in Scandinavia, growing populations, harsh climate) and “pull” (e.g. fertile land in Britain, wealth of monasteries, trade, riches).
· Source study: Read a simplified excerpt from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle about Viking raids. Discuss why Anglo-Saxon monks might have written negatively about the Vikings.
· Creative task: Groups create a “Viking Settler’s Guide to Britain” with reasons to move, including farming, trading, and better opportunities.
· Plenary: Reflect: Were the Vikings just fierce raiders like Ragnar, or also settlers looking for a better life?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a persuasive speech as Ragnar convincing fellow Vikings to raid and settle in Britain.
· Less able: Match simple pictures (farm, treasure, monastery, land) to reasons for settling.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· BBC Bitesize – Viking Raids and Settlements
· English Heritage – Vikings in Britain
· History Hit – Ragnar Lothbrok (teacher reference – adapt for pupils)
Key Vocabulary: raid, invade, settle, monastery, fertile land, trade, wealth, settlement, push factors, pull factors, saga, Ragnar Lothbrok.

	Component 3: LO: To understand why the viking longships were so important for the invasion and raiding. 
Focus: How Viking transport gave them an advantage.

· Starter: Show a reconstruction of a longship. Ask: How is it different from a modern boat?
· Main Activities:
· Design focus: Examine longship features (shallow keel, sails, oars, dragon heads).
· Practical task: Build a mini longship model from card/straws OR sketch and label key parts.
· Map skills: Trace Viking routes to Britain and beyond.
· Plenary: Discuss: Why were longships so important to the Vikings?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a short explanation about how longships gave Vikings power.
· Less able: Label parts of a longship.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· National Museum of Denmark – Viking Ships
· BBC Teach – Viking Longships
Key Vocabulary: longship, sail, oar, keel, raid, trade, navigation, fleet.


	Component 4 LO: To explain how Viking fighting methods and reputation made them powerful and feared across Europe.
Focus: Exploring how Viking warriors fought, what made them successful, and why others feared them.

· Starter: Show an image of a Viking warrior with axe, shield, and helmet. Ask: What words come to mind when you see this person? Why might people have feared them?
· Main Activities:
· Weapons and tactics: Show images or replicas of axes, swords, shields, spears, and helmets (debunking the horned helmet myth). Discuss how these were used in battle.
· The shield wall: Recreate a “shield wall” in class using cardboard shields. Discuss why this formation was so effective.
· Reputation & fear: Explore sources like the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle describing Viking raids. Contrast with Viking sagas that celebrated bravery.
· Why feared? Children create a mind map of reasons: sudden raids, speed of longships, brutal weapons, battle tactics, fierce reputation, warrior culture (seeking glory in Valhalla).
· Plenary: Reflect: Were the Vikings feared more for their actions, or their reputation and stories?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a diary entry from an Anglo-Saxon monk watching Viking warriors attack.
· Less able: Match simple pictures of weapons with their names and uses.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· BBC Bitesize – Viking Raids
· History Hit – Viking Warriors
· British Museum – Viking Life & War
Key Vocabulary: warrior, raid, axe, sword, spear, shield, shield wall, tactics, reputation, Valhalla, raid, fear, berserker.


	Component 5 LO: To explain what Danelaw was and its significance in Britain.
Focus: Understanding Danelaw and Viking legacy.
  
· Starter: Map of Britain showing Danelaw territory vs Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. Ask: What do you notice?
· Main Activities:
· Explanation: Danelaw = the area of England under Viking law (north/east).
· Group task: Compare life under Danelaw vs Anglo-Saxon law.
· Legacy hunt: Place names ending in -by, -thorpe, -wick (e.g. Grimsby, Scunthorpe) – identify Viking influence.
· Plenary: Reflect: How is Viking rule still visible in Britain today?
Adaptations:
· More able: Extended writing – “Why was the Danelaw important?”
· Less able: Complete sentence frames about Danelaw and Viking influence.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· BBC Bitesize – Danelaw
· Historic UK – Danelaw
Key Vocabulary: Danelaw, treaty, settlement, law, Guthrum, Alfred, legacy, Vikings, Anglo-Saxons.


	General Toolbox Ideas
· Artefact Box: Replica Viking coins, jewellery, runes, weapons.
· Map Skills: Anglo-Saxon kingdoms vs. Danelaw territories.
· Drama/Role Play: Re-enact Viking raids or Danelaw negotiations.
· Cross-curricular links: DT (longship models), Art (rune stones, jewellery), English (sagas, myths), Geography (routes to Britain).
· Digital Tools: Virtual tours of Jorvik Viking Centre, York.
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