	Subject: History                            Year 4 How did Britian change during the Roman occupation?
                                                               
NC/PoS: 
Pupils should be taught to:
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British history.
· Note connections, contrasts, and trends over time.
· Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference and significance.
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
· Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
· Study the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.


	Prior Learning (what pupils already know and can do)


	End Points (what pupils MUST know and remember)
Unit Aims / Endpoints
By the end of this unit, children should be able to:
· Understand who the Romans were and why they came to Britain.
· Recognise the role of Roman leaders and their influence on Britain.
· Explain how Roman transport, entertainment, and inventions changed Britain.
· Identify lasting Roman legacies in Britain today.
· Use key vocabulary and historical sources to explain and present their understanding.



	Key Vocabulary
· People/Power: emperor, rebellion, tribe, invade, resist, Iceni, conquer, rule.
· Transport: road, trade, army, communication, engineer, connect, Britain.
· Entertainment: gladiator, amphitheatre, theatre, bathhouse, leisure, games, spectator.
· Inventions: aqueduct, hypocaust, concrete, Latin, villa, legacy.
· History skills: empire, civilisation, source, evidence, contribution, change, continuity.



	Component 1: LO to understand people in power and Leaders and Conquerors
Focus: How Roman and British leaders shaped the occupation.
 Learning Objective: To know who ruled during the Roman invasion of Britain and how people in power influenced events.
· Starter: explain the meanings of BC (BCE) and AD (CE)
· Discuss how there were three invasions of Britain by the Romans: Julius Caesar lead two UNSUCCESFUL invasions in 55BC and 54BC. And one successful invasion under Emperor Claudius in 43AD
· Main Activities:
· Storytelling: Retell the Roman invasion of 43AD under Emperor Claudius.
· Compare and contrast: Roman emperors vs. Celtic tribal leaders (focus on Boudicca’s rebellion).
· Debate/role play: Should the Iceni tribe fight back or accept Roman rule?
· Plenary: Reflect: Who had more power – the Romans or the Celts? Why?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a short diary entry as Boudicca or a Roman soldier.
· Less able: Match leaders’ names with pictures and one key fact.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· BBC Bitesize – Romans in Britain
· English Heritage – Boudicca
Key Vocabulary: emperor, rebellion, tribe, conquer, invasion, resistance, rule, power, Iceni.

	Component 2 LO: to understand why the romans built roads in Britian .
Focus: How Roman roads and transport changed Britain.
 Learning Objective: To understand how Roman roads helped control and connect Britain.
· Starter: Show a modern UK road map. Ask: Do you think any of our roads are Roman?
· Main Activities:
· Map study: Overlay Roman road map with a current UK map. Spot similarities.
· STEM activity: Investigate how Romans built roads in layers (sand, gravel, stone). Recreate with trays and materials.
· Discussion: Why were roads important for armies, trade, and communication?
· Plenary: Ask: How would Britain be different if Romans hadn’t built roads?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write an explanation of how roads helped Rome control Britain.
· Less able: Label a Roman road diagram.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· Historic UK – Roman Roads
· DK Find Out – Roman Roads
Key Vocabulary: road, straight, trade, army, transport, communication, connect, engineer, Britain.

	Component 3: LO: To explore how entertainment changed in Britian during the Roman occupation. 
Focus: How Romans entertained themselves and what they introduced to Britain.
 Learning Objective: To learn about Roman entertainment and its impact on society.
· Starter: Show an image of a Roman amphitheatre. Ask: What do you think happened here?
· Main Activities:
· Source study: Artefacts and images of gladiator fights, theatres, and public baths.
· Group task: Compare Roman entertainment with Celtic life before invasion.
· More able: Write a newspaper report on a gladiator fight.

· Plenary: Discussion: Which Roman entertainments still exist today in a different form?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write a newspaper report on a gladiator fight.
· Less able: Draw a gladiator or Roman bath and label.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· BBC Bitesize – Roman Entertainment
· National Geographic Kids – Romans
Key Vocabulary: amphitheatre, gladiator, bathhouse, theatre, arena, spectator, leisure, entertainment.


	Component 4 LO: To understand what inventions changed the lives of the people of Britain. 
Focus: Roman contributions to Britain.
 Learning Objective: To identify Roman inventions and explain how they changed life in Britain.
· Starter: Quiz – Did the Romans invent these? (aqueducts,  concrete, central heating,).
· Main Activities:
· Gallery walk: Posters on aqueducts, concrete, central heating (hypocausts), Latin language, and towns.
· DT link: Demonstrate water flow through a mini-aqueduct model.
· Writing task: Children record how one invention improved life in Britain.
· Plenary: Rank inventions from most to least important – justify choices.
Adaptations:
· More able: Extended writing comparing Roman life with modern life.
· Less able: Match pictures of inventions with names.
Useful Websites/Resources:
· Primary Homework Help – Roman Inventions
· BBC Teach – What the Romans Did for Us
Key Vocabulary: aqueduct, hypocaust, concrete, villa, Latin, invention, legacy, town.


	Component 5 LO: to understand what the Romans brought to Britain?
Focus: Summarising Roman contributions and their legacy.
 Learning Objective: To explain how Britain changed under Roman rule and what remains today.
· Starter: Recap quiz (leaders, roads, entertainment, inventions).
· Main Activities:
· Class debate: “The most important Roman contribution to Britain was …”
· Writing task. Children to write a paragraph about what they believe to be the best contribution to Britain by the Romans.
· Writing task: Write i diary entry as a Native Britian. Explain how things that the Romans have brought have changed their lives.
· Gallery walk: Share and record three new facts from others’ exhibits.
· Plenary: Reflect: How is Britain still Roman today?
Adaptations:
· More able: Write an essay-style piece on Roman legacy in Britain.
· Less able: Complete scaffolded sentences: “The Romans gave us ___. This is important because ___.”
Useful Websites/Resources:
· British Museum – Romans
· BBC Bitesize – Roman Legacy
Key Vocabulary: legacy, civilisation, empire, change, contribution, influence, impact, Britain.


	General Toolbox Ideas
· Artefact Box: Replica coins, helmets, mosaics, wax tablets.
· Map Skills: Compare Celtic and Roman Britain using maps.
· Drama/Role Play: Gladiator fights, Boudicca’s rebellion.
· Cross-curricular links: DT (aqueduct model), Art (mosaics), English (newspaper reports), Maths (Roman numerals).
· Digital Tools: Virtual tours of Roman Britain sites (e.g. Roman Baths, Hadrian’s Wall).
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